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ooo pounds sterling. This, then, is the extreme of a burthen which this kingdom totters under. The Abbe d'Espagnac insists that it is not so much by a great deal. While the dispute on this subject is at its height, a gentleman arrives who communicates the extraordinary intelligence that Monsieur, the King's brother, has been to the Commons and made a speech on the subject of a charge circulated against him yesterday, that he was at the head of the supposed plot against M. Bailly and M. de Lafayette. Go to Madame -de Chastellux's. While there the Chevalier de Graave brings us Monsieur's speech. It is very well written, but has the fault of calling himself a citizen, and, again, his audience fellow-citizens. Go to the Louvre. Madame tells the history of this speech. Monsieur yesterday, upon hearing of the slander, applied to the Due de Livi, who, not knowing what advice to give him, applied to the Bishop d'Autun, who made the speech for him. This morning Monsieur applied to the King, and asked him if he meant to send another of his brothers out of the kingdom ; then went on to complain of the slander. This touches Lafayette, who has too many of these little matters on the anvil. It was then determined that Monsieur should go to the Ville, etc."
"At-half-past two [December 27th] visit Madame de Flahaut. The Bishop d'Autun is there. She reads me a letter he has written to the author of the Courrier de rEurope explaining his plan. I make to him sundry observations concerning it, but refu.se to take it with me and make notes. After he is gone she asks me not to mention to Lafayette, as was intended, the archiepiscopacy of Paris for the Bishop d'Autun, but to show the advantages which may be derived from the step taken by Monsieur. Go to M. de Lafayette's. After dinner I speak to Lafayette about Monsieur's speech to the Commons.rhaps, to 4,800,000,0001., that is, to 200,000,-ndeavors to obviate it; in effect, he feels attached to his ;| plan, which is natural, but if adopted, I think it will work                                I evil to him as well as to the countiy, for the paper money must depreciate. He asks whether, in my opinion, the paper proposed by the committee will sustain its value. I tell him no, but that he had better let the plan of his opponents do the mischief. He seems to be convincedationale, Bouchez and Roux mention that Necker's project made but little sensation, as several of the journals did not even notice it.
